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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Headline: Colorado Glider Pilots to Soar from Dalhart

Location and Date: DALHART, TEXAS — MILLER FIELD — July 10 – 17, 2004
Sponsoring organization: Members of the Colorado’s Soaring Society of Boulder will be visiting Dalhart to sample the strong Texas thermal updrafts starting on Saturday, July 10.

Newspapers need quotes. By providing them, you assist the reporter: “Our club normally soars in the mountains of Colorado but we have been coming to Dalhart for years and we always enjoy it,” said camp organizer Dick Hogue. The Dalhart area has almost perfect conditions for flying sailplanes with its normally hot dry summer weather and strong updrafts.

Modify information for your specific location: Gliders, or sailplanes as they are sometimes called, do not have an engine but stay aloft using columns of rising air, or thermals, normally associated with the_________area. Thermals can rise to over_________feet around_________and are often marked by puffy cumulus clouds. Sailplane pilots bank their craft in tight circles to climb in thermals often achieving climb rates of 500 to 1000 feet per minute. Flights of over three hours are common. 
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Modify as needed: Sailplanes are towed aloft behind a powered aircraft to around 2,000 feet above the ground before releasing the tow rope. Without a motor, gliders must quickly find a thermal to climb on or they will be back on the ground in 20-30 minutes. Fortunately, thermals are common around_________, so staying aloft is not normally a problem. Skilled pilots can fly hundreds of miles by gliding from thermal to thermal in cross-country flight.

(Insert your information at the bottom of each page) 05/05/05 Val Paget, SSA Publicity Chairperson, soar@valpaget.com 832-654-3300

Specifics on locations that the reader will recognize and/or weather: Because of Dalhart’s location, local soaring pilots can accomplish the coveted five state (Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico) flight if the weather is favorable.

Use as is: Modern sailplanes are made of strong, composite materials similar to the kinds found on airlines and jet fighters. A single place glider weighs approximately 550 lbs and has a speed range between 45 and 170 mph. Since sailplanes do not carry a motor, they are designed to minimize aerodynamic drag giving them a sleek, smooth look. High performance sailplanes can go 60 feet forward to one foot of decent and cover 60 miles in one glide without additional lift.

Soaring pilots use sensitive instruments including global positioning systems (GPS) to efficiently climb in thermals and navigate around the day’s course. GPS flight recorders sample altitude, location and speed every few seconds. They are carried by every competitor at contests to create digital files called a flight traces which are used for scoring.

The event/ contest specifics: The Dalhart Camp starts on July 10th and concludes on July 17th with 15-25 club members attending the week-long event.

# # # (Indicates the end of the news release)
Note to Editor: Communicate the availability and time and place where a photographer or photojournalist could come and shoot and who their point of contact /escort will be.  This might include the flight line on practice day, the contest director’s pilot’s meeting, the awards day, etc.

Interview opportunity: Communicate the time and place where a writer could talk to the Contest Director about this year’s event, the expected weather, and his challenges in selecting the various tasks for the various days.

The sport of soaring is available nationally through the over 180 active soaring clubs around the nation. Contact the Soaring Society of America on the web (www.ssa.org) or call (575-392-1177) for your local soaring operation.

After sending this news release, call your contact and offer to send a copy of the CD “The SSA Media Kit. If you do not have any copies, call the SSA headquarters and ask them to mail one directly to the media contact.

(Insert your information at the bottom on the release) Example: Val Paget, SSA Publicity Chairperson, soar@valpaget.com, 832-654-3300, 08/05/10
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