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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Headline: Area Pilot Soars for Gold

Place and Date
___________(Name) was awarded a Gold International FAI soaring Badge for a flight of 186.4 miles. In order for a pilot to quality for this badge, he/she must meet the strict requirements of the Federation Aeronatique International, the organization that homologates all aviation records._________(name) met both the distance and altitude requirements met on this flight. He/She flew the glider, or sailplane as it is also called, to______feet, a gain of 9,842 feet in altitude.  For the distance requirement, (Name ________ flew to_______ Insert the names of the places that would be familiar to the public) and then back to the home airport. 

Initially, ________’s (pilot’s name) glider was towed aloft behind a powered aircraft to around 2,000 feet above the ground before he/she released the tow rope. Gliders stay aloft using columns of rising air in which pilots bank their craft in tight circles to climb. Flights of this length require the skillful use of thermal lift to “power” the aircraft to the declared destination and back.

(Pilot’s name)__________flew a glider made of strong, composite materials similar to the kinds found on airlines and jet fighters. A single place glider, such as the one used for this flight, weights approximately 550 lbs and has a speed range between 45 and 170 mph. Since gliders do not carry a motor, they are designed to minimize aerodynamic drag, giving them a sleek, smooth look. Without any additional lift, many high performance gliders can go 45-50 miles from an altitude of 5,280 feet.

Soaring pilots use sensitive instruments including global positioning systems (GPS) to efficiently climb in thermals and navigate around the day’s course. GPS flight recorders sample altitude, location and speed every few seconds. (Name)_______________ carried one of these instruments to create a digital file, called a flight trace.  The flight trace was submitted to the Soaring Society of America, the national representative for the FAI. The Gold Badge was awarded in recognition of this achievement. 

Write a short paragraph that gives the editor an introduction to the pilot. Provide some interesting information about the pilot, such as occupation, (if the person has an occupation that would surprise the reader), age (if he/she is exceptionally young or old), how long the pilot worked to achieve this goal, etc. Finish this paragraph with a quote from someone familiar with the pilot.  Children, wife/ husband or crew). Identify the person you are quoting.
# # # (Indicates the end of the news release)
Note to Editor: You can contact (Name the person and give the contact information) to schedule an interview. If you plan a media day with rides, describe the event here.
(Note to editor goes beneath the ###)

Repeat your name, title (such as Publicity/ Contest Coordinator) plus your contact information. For example: Val Paget, SSA Publicity Chairman, soar@valpaget.com, 832-654-3300, 05/15/09
After you make the revisions, send the press release as a fax or as the body of an e-mail, rather than as an attachment.
After sending this news release, call your contact and offer to send a copy of the CD “The SSA Media Kit. If you do not have any copies, call the SSA headquarters (575-392-1177) and ask them to mail one directly to the media contact.
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