Contact: 

(Name)

(E-mail)

(Phone number)

PRESS ROOM FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Title: AREA PILOT SOARS TO VICTORY
Piloting his motorless aircraft, (name) races (total miles) to win a Regional Contest (something catchy to grab the editor’s attention)
2. Location and Date:–
3. Organization sponsoring the contest: (1 & 2 can be done in one sentence)

4.  Give information about the pilot –
a. City or area of town, long time resident, school attended, etc. - anything to connect this person with the reader, occupation. 

b. Victory in (event), competing with pilots from as far away as______________________.  

4. Newspapers need quotes:
• For a story about one pilot: A comment from the crew such as, “The times on this race were the fastest I’ve ever seen. John averaged 92 MPH on the second day putting him in first place.” Or “When my friend, (name) asked me to crew for her in a sailplane race, I couldn’t imagine that she would fly over_____________miles in the 5 days and win the race against 23 others. She really is a tough competitor.” 

• For a story about the contest: (name), a local glider pilot and Contest Director revealed the answer to a mystery that has puzzled many residents. “You may have noticed a convoy of vehicles hauling long tubular shaped trailers rolling into town.  They don’t contain UFOs. What you’re seeing is glider trailers arriving from all over the country for a National Championship.” 

5. Modify information for your specific location:
In (Name the contest) every day the contestants race across the sky without an engine, flying up to 325 miles as they try to have the fastest time around the course. Soaring competitors here in (name place) pit their knowledge of the sport against other pilots and the elements to determine a champion. 

Gliders, or sailplanes as they are sometimes called, do not have engines but stay aloft using columns of rising air, or thermals. Thermals can rise to over __________ feet around (name contest location ____________) and are often marked by puffy cumulus clouds. Sailplane pilots bank their craft in tight circles to climb in thermals, often achieving climb rates of 500 to 1000 feet per minute. (Mention ridge lift if that is present in the contest area.)
Initially, sailplanes are towed aloft behind a powered aircraft to around 2,000 feet above the ground before releasing the tow rope. Without a motor, gliders must quickly find a thermal to climb on or they will be back on the ground in 20-30 minutes. Fortunately, thermals are common around _______________, so staying aloft is not normally a problem. 

High performance sailplanes are made of advanced composite materials and use highly refined aerodynamics for maximum performance and minimum drag. Racing sailplanes are the most efficient flying machines ever designed. They convert one foot of altitude into fifty feet of forward progress, a slope barely detectible by human senses. A single place glider weights approximately 550 lbs and has a speed range between 45 and 170 mph. 

Soaring pilots use sensitive instruments including global positioning systems (GPS) to efficiently climb in thermals and navigate around the day’s course. GPS flight recorders sample altitude, location and speed every few seconds. These flight recorders are carried by every competitor at contests to create digital files which are used for scoring. The champion glider pilot is a master of aerodynamics, meteorology, and electronics.

6. Specifics on the location and/or weather: Include weather conditions which challenged the pilot, and specific, recognizable locations which the contestants had to fly over. 
7. The event/ contest specifics: Explain how many competed, the number of days, the margin of victory, ETC. 

####### (Indicates the end of the news release)
8. Note to editor: Communicate the availability and time and place where a photographer or photojournalist could come and shoot and who their point of contact /escort will be.  This might include the flight line on practice day, the contest director’s pilot’s meeting, the awards day, interviews with contestants, etc. If a flight is possible, indicate it here.

(This note always goes after the ### in a news release)
9. (Modify with your information and put at the bottom of the page) 05/05/10 Val Paget, Soaring Society of America Publicity Chair, 832-654-3300 soar@valpaget.com. Use a title such as Contest Media Coordinator, if it applies.
After sending this news release, call your media contacts. If they express interest, offer to send a copy of the CD “The SSA Media Kit.”  If you do not have any copies, call the SSA headquarters and ask them to mail one directly to the media contact.
	TEMPLATE FOR A CONTEST











