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Headline: Area Pilot Awarded Soaring Badge

Place and Date
__________(Name), a member of ____________ (Soaring Club or commercial operation) was presented a Bronze Badge by the Soaring Society of America.  A FAA certified glider instructor supervised ______ ’s (name) work for this very challenging badge which tests the applicant’s knowledge of soaring as well as the skills required for flying and landing the glider.

First, __________(name) completed the training required to fly a long-winged motor-less aircraft alone.  After at least 15 hours of solo flights, including at least two flights of at least two hours in duration, he/she was ready to complete the other rigorous requirements for this badge. (Name) passed a written exam. The final challenges required him/her make three spot landings flying solo and also make two landings with a Soaring Society of America designated instructor who covered the instrument that registers the aircraft’s height above the ground.   

___________________can look forward to many more challenges as he/she pursues this hobby. Gliders, or sailplanes as they are also called, are capable of amazing feats. The world altitude record in a glider is 50,721 feet (higher than a commercial aircraft can fly); the longest flight, 1,869 miles. That is a flight of greater distance than one from  Washington, DC to Las Vegas, NV without a motor. A glider flew an average of 190 MPH on a flight of 310 miles. Harnessing the enormous powers of nature, glider pilots claim flight records that would be amazing with a motor.

Initially, sailplanes like the one __________ (pilot) flew, are towed aloft behind a powered aircraft to around 2,000 feet above the ground before releasing the tow rope. Gliders stay aloft using columns of rising air in which pilots bank their craft in tight circles to climb. Flying a glider requires the skillful use of thermal lift to “power” the aircraft to the destination and back. Without a motor, gliders must quickly find a thermal to climb on or they will be back on the ground in 15-20 minutes.

Gliders are the magical combination of aeronautical design, the latest composite materials and human ingenuity. They are designed to minimize aerodynamic drag giving them a sleek, smooth look. Many gliders have a wing-span of over 50 feet.

Write a short paragraph that gives the editor an introduction to the pilot. Provide some interesting information about the pilot, such as occupation, (if the person has an occupation that would surprise the reader) age (if he/she is exceptionally young or old), how long the pilot worked to achieve this goal, etc. 

Finish this paragraph with a quote from someone familiar with the pilot.  (Instructor, wife/husband or club member). Identify the person you are quoting.
# # # (Indicates the end of the news release)
Note to Editor: You can contact (Name the person and give the contact information) to schedule an interview.

At the bottom of the release, repeat your name, title (such as Publicity/ Contest Coordinator) plus your contact information. For example: Val Paget, SSA Publicity Chairman, soar@valpaget.com, 832-654-3300, 09/15/09
After you make the revisions, send the press release as a fax or as the body of an e-mail, not as an attachment.
After sending this news release, call your contact and offer to send a copy of the CD “The SSA Media Kit. If you do not have any copies, call the SSA headquarters (575-392-1177) and ask them to mail one directly to the media contact.
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