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Houston Teen Sets a National Aviation Record

Sylvia Szafarczyk, 19, received the U.S. National Record Certificate on February 11 at the Soaring Society of America’s annual convention in Ontario, California.  Sylvia flew for nearly 7 hours to complete a flight over 210 miles, which gave her two national and 8 New Mexico state records. She set records in the following categories: 15 meter feminine free out and return distance, and 15 meter feminine out and return distance.  

This year, Sylvia also competed in sailplane races against experienced pilots from all over the nation. She and her teammate, Mike Westbrook, age 19, won the third day in a regional contest in Hobbs, NM. They had to pilot a motorless aircraft with almost 58 feet of wingspan across rugged terrain to complete a 211 mile course.

Sylvia was just 13 years old when she learned to fly at The Soaring Club of Houston.  From the beginning, her instructors recognized her talent and her enthusiasm for the sport. Quickly she became a respected pilot and a model for other girls and boys who took up soaring after her.  

As a pilot, she has acquired many impressive credentials, including a Gold Badge and the Kolstad Scholarship. She has accomplished all this while a student in the rigorous pre-med program at Rice University. In addition to academic courses, Sylvia works as an Emergency Medical Technician at The Rice campus and in the community, with hopes of someday becoming an ER doctor. Clearly, she is a focused person who is able to build a highly successful academic career at the same time she has attained enormous success as a glider pilot.

XXXX
Note to Editor: Photo opportunities are available with Sylvia, the glider and the ambulance. The glider can be brought to the Rice Campus for photos or can be photographed at the gliderport.
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