This will be the most fun you will have had with your
s on.” Jim said, smiling as he shut the canopy, "Paitern
Wing Up” ~ rudder wag and away we go.

as. the scariest moment of my flying career to date.
Perhaps scariest is not the right word. Challenging or exhila
rating would be more appropriate, for 1 wwas about to fake my
first flight in a high performance glass glider, a 44:1 Open
Cirrus. This is the story of how that flight came about, my
preparation for it and my feelings during the flight, and it may
help another low time pilot make the scemingly daunting tran-
sition from loww/meditm performance to a high performance
sailplane. [ began flying in June of 1998 when I took my first
ever flight with Skyline Soaring - since then I have some 140
flights with 110 hours, completing my Silver Badge and
Diamond Altitude, all in a 1-26. Yes, if my name rings a bell,
s because my Diamond flight was featured in the August ‘99
issie of Soaring.

This story begins in the summer of ‘99 when Jim
Kellett, also a contributor to Soaring, asked for some
assistance with some electrical work on his Open Cirrus
N8169 - a 30 year old first generation - —
glass glider with huge 17.8 meter
wings. Like many older, and dare [ say
some newer sailplanes, Jim's electron-
ics and avionics had grown like
weeds, bits here and there, taped up
junctions, splices, inappropriate wire
ratings etc. As I looked more closely 1
even found that 4-way telephone cable
was being used to connect the power
line to an un-fused battery. It was a
mess and that is being kind — you get
the picture. We discussed what need-
ed 10 be done and 1 agreed to work on
the glider while Jim biked up the

fississippi river on his recumbent
bike. I have long since learned that Jim
isanything but conventional. As he set
off for the bike ride Jim said that he
thought it appropriate that as | was
doing some work on his Cirrus, he
would teach me how to fly it. Jim was
going to be away for nearly a month
so I 'had plenty of time to install new

And we haven’t ev
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wiring and avionics' tubing, as we had decided to
replace that at the same time. | worked on ‘Six-Niner’
during the summer in between flying the 1-26 and read-
ing about the Cirrus, by the time Jim returned everything
was done. A couple of test flights to iron out the bugs and
Jim was pleased with the results, now came the time to
work on me. My preparation began with Jim explaining
all the various ways I could screw something up and hurt
myself or the airplane.

T guess that as a relatively low time pilot | was con-
cerned about a number of things. But | seemed to be
mostly concerned about the take off with a CG hook, the
landing with such shallow glide slope, the high cockpit
work-load and the fact that this would be my first time in
a plane with retractable gear.

Up until this time | had never worn a parachute
glider, so my introduction began with how to put it on
nd adjust the straps. | now understand why some pilots
walk around like turtles when they are wearing a ‘chute.
If you tighten the straps as tightly as they are meant to
g0. you either bend over or talk two octaves higher, |
chose the former option
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Anyihing but conventlonall

Time to get in, we took just the fuselage out of the trail-
er and left it supported in the dolly rather than assem
bling it at this stage, for reasons that became apparent
later. The seat in the Cirrus looks like it was designed for
a garden chair and consists of a *hammaock’ arrangement
rolled around a top tube that is used to tighten or loosen
the canvas. Looks odd, but when you get in its very com-
fortable since it's designed to be used with a parachute
on. Adjust the rudder pedals and the headrest and I'm
fitted. Its snug compared to the 1-26 and the most dis-
concerting thing is just how laid back you are — 1 mean
really laid back and this took me a while to get used to,
both on the ground and in the a

Next came the controls and here is the biggest depar-
ture from anything | had flown to date, the retractable
landing gear. | had to get used to cycling the gear, and
that is why we were on the dolly, it’s the only way you
can practice that procedure. So: lift the handle, push for-
ward and press the handle down to re-lock. | was sur-
prised at just how much force it took, not only that but [
had to use my right hand to do it. This would mean fly
ing with my left hand for a short period of time, | made

a mental note to practice that later
Next on the list was the trim, not
something you worry about too
much on the 1-26. There is only one
problem, it's down by your left
hand just next to a little knob that
releases the tail chute, not some
thing you want to release by mis-
take. Spoilers are just above and
the brake is on the control stick,
rather like a bicycle brake, and the
release appears to be just under my
left knee and only just in reach too.

Yeah, Jim says in his usual unflap-
pable way, some Cirrus pilots fly
with a lanyard tied on to it so they
can pull the release.” I decide its
ok, Justabit of a reach
was at this point | discovered
mm.nnn,~ many pilots who fly
higher performance  gliders
already know, the panel 15 only
just in reach and is often far more
complex. In this case | was staring,
at a GPS/Data logger and transponder along with the
usual array of instruments. Jim tells me to leave the GPS
showing the distance and bearing from the airfield and
shows me how to operate the transponder and the
mechanical (wind up) clock — which looks as if it may
have come from the Enola-Gay. Any questions? No, |
think to myself that we have covered everything,
including the little black knob that opens the air vent
Oh yes, and the plastic tube installed for the “pilot relief
system’ - "And don’t forget to lower the gear before you
use it!

Time to assemble the glider. As Jim is keen to point out,
many subsequent design innovations came about after
the Cirrus was built, and there are any number of ways
to damage the glider just getting it in and out, and |
believe him. We move the fuselage back and go through
a long checklist of instructions, aligning the wings and
getting the spar-pin in place was straightforward, but
handling those long and heavy wings requires some
strength, the mobile wing support really helped out here
However, unlike modern gliders, connecting the controls
can best be described as challenging, and the spoilers
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